
 

 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 instituted a “sequester” or mandatory spending reductions to important, 

non-Medicare, health programs. The following programs are set for large-scale funding reductions that 

threaten important rural training and research programs if this sequester is not repealed or modified. 

CBO now estimates that, including cuts and revenues from the American Taxpayer Relief Act, these 

programs will be cut by 5.1%. 

 

National Institutes of Health: NIH is the largest source of funding for medical research in the world 

and is made up of 27 Institutes and Centers, each with a specific research agenda, often focusing on 

particular diseases or body systems. 

 

Food and Drug Administration: The FDA is responsible for the regulation and supervision of food 

safety, tobacco products, dietary supplements, pharmaceutical drugs, vaccines, biopharmaceuticals, 

blood transfusions, medical devices, electromagnetic radiation emitting devices (ERED), and veterinary 

products.  

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: The CDC works “to create the expertise, information, 

and tools that people and communities need to protect their health – through health promotion, 

prevention of disease, injury and disability, and preparedness for new health threats.” The CDC 

accomplishes these tasks through strategic partnerships and grants, including the Community 

Transformation Grant.  

 

Health Resources and Services Administration: Comprising six bureaus and ten offices, HRSA 

provides leadership and financial support to health care providers. HRSA grantees provide health care to 

uninsured people, people living with HIV/AIDS, and pregnant women, mothers and children. Grantees 

train health professionals and improve systems of care in rural communities.  

The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy is located within HRSA and administers such critical grant 

programs as State Offices of Rural Health, Rural Hospital Flexibility Program, the Small Hospital 

Improvement Program, and Network and Development Grants. 

 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality:  AHRQ's mission is “to improve the quality, safety, 

efficiency and effectiveness of healthcare for Americans.” AHRQ sponsors, conducts, and disseminates 

research to help people make more informed decisions and improve the quality of health care services. 

Rural Americans are listed as a “priority population” for AHRQ research funding and activities. 

 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration: SAMHSA provides leadership, 

programs, policies, information and data, contracts and grants to help the Nation act on behavioral health 

issues including research, prevention, and treatment. SAMHSA has developed multiple, rural specific 

brochures, fact sheets, and sources to help overcome the inherent challenges of treating mental illness 

and substance abuse in rural areas. 

 

 Indian Health Services: HIS is responsible for providing federal health services to American Indians 

and Alaska Natives. The IHS provides a comprehensive health service delivery system, including public 

health programs and acute care for American Indians and Alaska Natives who are members of 566 

federally recognized Tribes across the U.S. 

 

Each of these agencies provides critical training, research, and support to rural communities and those 

that seek to improve the health status of various segments of rural America. Sequestration cuts represent 

a significant threat to training and research programs and should be modified. 

 


